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Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Families,   

     Happy October!  September was truly a month of learning for all students at 
Centennial.  We have seen such growth in all students in the 1 1/2½months we have 
been in school and plan to see much more growth in the coming months.  In each 
class, your students receive rigorous instruction tied to state standards.  They 
may be using terms such as objectives and DOLs.  Our objectives are what     
students need to know and be able to do while our DOLS, Demonstrations of 
Learning, are how the students show their teacher that they have mastered 
the concept.  Ask your child what their objectives and DOLs were for the day and 
you will be astounded by what they learn each day.  

     We want to thank all parents and community members for your             
support of our recent CES Carnival.  It was so much fun to see everyone outside 
enjoying the fun!  We also want to highlight our amazing community partners who 
sponsored the event and/or ran a booth for us.  Thank you to Deerfield Hills,  
Magenta Hope 719, Papa John’s Pizza, The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Pikes Peak 
United Way, Sierra High School, Harrison High School, and Career Readiness.  In   
addition, we want to thank The Longmire Family for serving as our DJs.  The 
evening was magical and fun!  

     As a reminder while your child is attending Centennial, he/she is benefitting 
from departmentalized instruction with focus teachers instructing math, writing, 
ELA, and science.  In addition, each student receives targeted intervention to   
ensure every student is on grade level.  We appreciate your support in reaching 
our   mission of “Achievement NOW” – we believe our students are capable of the  
highest expectations.  Please continue to focus on the three things each day:  

1. Students arrive to school on time  
2. Students read each night  
3. Students do their homework each night    

Thank you for your ongoing support of learning!  We appreciate your support of 
Centennial!  Let’s continue to make this school year the best yet!  
 

Achievement NOW, 

 

Mrs. Noyes, Principal   Mr. Lane, Assistant Principal   

  October 2021 



 

Kindergarten News 
Kindergarten is in full swing and boy are we working hard!½ We have been    
learning letters and sounds, sight words and beginning reading skills.½Ask your 
student about the characters and settings in the books that you read at 
home. ½Also, we have been working on rhyming, having them practice this at 
home will help them better understand rhyming.½We have also learned the    
important skill of predicting in a story and checking our guesses.½Writing finds 
us writing letters and using correct letter formation as well as beginning   
writing skills.½ A good idea for at home is to give your student a notebook and 
ask them to draw and write about what they did during the day or about a 
story.½ It is okay if things are not spelled correctly as we are encouraging 
them to write the sounds they hear.½½Counting, number writing, greater than, 
less than and equal amounts continue to be our focus in math.½  
 
As the weather is starting to turn colder, we ask that you please send an appropriate jacket with your 
child each day.½The weather can change very quickly and we don’t want any sick kids. ½Please also make sure 
that any jackets, hats or gloves are labeled, with their name, so that if they are misplaced, they can be 
returned.½ If you have any questions about anything, please feel free to contact us!  
 
The Kindergarten Team  
Mrs. King and Mrs. Gaytan   
 

First Grade News 
First grade has been working really hard to be independent!  This means that we are brave and try things 
on our own.  Please help your student at home to be independent by having them clean up after         
themselves, pack their own backpack and tie their own shoes.  

In reading we have started reading short passages. By the end of first grade students should be able to 
read independently. This means that sight words are becoming more and more important.  Please let      
Ms. Kimsey know on class dojo if you need any lists sent home.  We have completed lists 1-4 so far. Have 
your child try and sound out and spell words on their own first before asking for help.  If you are reading a 
book together please ask your student to join in and read the sight words while you read the harder 
words. 

In math we are working on single digit addition and moving 
towards single digit subtraction.  Please practice math 
facts to 10 with your student at home.  One fun way 
to practice is to use dominoes, have your child add the 
top amount of dots to the bottom amount and write a 
number sentence to match.    
 
As a reminder i-Ready homework is due nightly;                          
1 reading lesson and 1 math lesson. 

Ms. Kimsey and Ms. Merwede 

Second Grade News 
Hello families!  School is well under way and so is our instruction.  In 2nd grade writing we have spent the 
first couple of weeks reviewing items that students learned in first grade so that we could have a solid 
base for our writing.  We are beginning basic paragraph writing now. This will get the students use to the 
format and the expectations for a proficient writing piece.  When students have shown that they can  
construct a good, solid paragraph, we will be moving on to narrative writing. Narrative writing includes story 
writing, personal accounts of events, letter writing, and poems.        
                      Continued on next page 



 

Second Grade News (Continued) 
Narrative writing will last for quite a while and then we will 
move on and delve into expository writing.  Hopefully students 
will share with you how great their writing is progressing.    

We have been working very hard in reading this semester. In 
phonics, we are reviewing short and long vowel patterns. We 
also have been learning about consonant diagraphs and 
blends.  For grammar, we have been working on past and   
present tense suffixes and plural nouns. During                      
comprehension, we are learning about the key idea of the 
text and supporting details. Every day, we continue to     
practice our sight words and CVC words as well!   

This month in math class, we will be working through Module 3, which is all about place value, counting, and 
comparing numbers to 1,000. To help your child at home, please practice addition/subtraction flash cards 
and check Class Dojo for parent tip sheets.  Students, please complete as many I-Ready math lessons as 
you can to win prizes!   
 

Third Grade News 
Hello third grade families, 
We seem to be moving at a lightning pace early this year! In reading, the students are going to look into the 
reaches of space and discover how it has inspired both artists and scientists. The kids will deepen their 
reading skills to support their comprehension of informational text. They will extend their critical thinking 
and close reading skills by exploring how authors organize complex ideas. Skills that we will focus most 
heavily on are main idea, point of view, and comparing texts. Some great ways to support your growing 
reader at home is to ensure that they read every night for at least 20 minutes and ask questions about 
their reading. If that doesn’t sound like a lot, we’re also steaming along in math! This month we are tackling 

module 2, which focuses on time, measurements and adding and         
subtracting with regrouping. We will be dialed in on solving word problems 
that involve elapsed time. Students will also be working to solve            
measurement equations dealing in units such as grams, kilograms, liters 
and milliliters. Furthermore, the students will be subtracting 3 and 4 digit 
numbers. Finally, the multiplication fluency will still be a focus, so be sure 
to spend a little time each day singing the skip counting songs to make it 
easier! As always, the third grade team is thrilled to see such incredible 
and fast-paced growth from some amazing learners! If you ever have 
any questions concerning your student in particular, or about anything 
pertaining to third grade, we’d be happy to respond to DOJO messages 
as quickly as we can. 

We’re thankful and proud of the opportunity to watch your student 
grow, 

The third grade team 
Mrs. Abowitz, Ms. Tafoya, and Mr. Thompson 

Fourth Grade News 
Fourth grade is working hard on reviewing and learning new skills this month. In math, students are                    
reviewing place value and starting their learning journey with measurements! We rule! In reading, students 
are learning about the elements of poetry and summarizing stories. Writing’s focus this month is having  
students write expository paragraphs and supporting our answers with evidence and an explanation.  



 

Fifth Grade News 
In the month of October, fifth grade will be wrapping up module one. 
Throughout this module students built knowledge of informational and          
literary text. We focused on finding the main idea, making inferences, and using 
evidence to support our claims. Students are enjoying practicing these skills 
through our current novel Tuck Everlasting. Our upcoming module teaches 
our students the masterful use of wordplay. Students will get an in-depth 
understanding of homophones, homographs and idiomatic expressions.          
Understanding the importance of figurative language and the power of words 
will further student experience in reading, writing, and the brilliant world 
around them.  

 
In math, fifth graders are working hard on module 2 where they are learning 
about different strategies to multiply multi-digit numbers. Toward the end 
of the quarter we will start learning strategies to divide and apply those strategies to real-world        
problems. Students have been working hard on practicing this math fact fluency in school using a website 
called XtraMath. It is recommended that students also use time at home to practice their fluency and 
master their math facts!  
 
In writing we are currently working on narrative and expository w riting. We are focusing on analyzing 
prompts, T.A.K.T.ing the prompt and creating a plan to write a paragraph following the instructions given in 
the prompt. In this writing process the students are learning how to use transition words and how to     
incorporate dialogue as they write. We are also reviewing types of sentences (i.e. simple, compound, and 
complex). I am proud to say that in these few weeks we have been in school, the 5th graders have already 
shown so much growth as writers!  
 
In science class we have been learning about metals and their properties. Next week the students will have 
their final assessment in this particular section, but there is still so much to look forward to in this subject. 
The students are always eager to start a new science lesson and although it is still quite early in the school 
year, they are very excited about completing a science experiment as a class. 
 

Special Education News - Can Do Corner 
Wow, how times flies! We are already in October, and the weather will start to get colder. Remember to 
dress in layers or bring something to wear if it gets cold outside. The second quarter is starting soon, and 
your student should be settling into their learning environment. With adhering to health guidelines some  
students are experiencing schedule changes, try and make sure to maintain a schedule and routine at home 
to surround your student with consistency. Make sure to reach out to your student’s special education 
teacher if you have any questions regarding your student’s IEP and/or learning schedule. We are continuing 

to use ClassDojo as an immediate way to communicate 
with your student’s teacher. This is an easy way to send 
messages and check-in on your  student’s daily                
successes. Classroom teachers often times send out  
important messages in the class and school story on this 
platform. If you have not already signed up, let a            
teacher know. We can support with the set-up process. 
In our grade level classes, we are applying what we        
retained from last year to new grade level concepts and 
showing that we can do anything with perseverance and 
determination. In our small groups, we are working on our 
individual goals and bridging the gap to continue our       
academic success. Thank you for sending your student to 
Centennial and giving us the privilege of working with him 
or her. We have some awesome students that make us 
proud every day.  



 

Art News 
Kindergarteners are working on Primary and Secondary Colors. We LOVE our 
primary color song! We will be listening to Mouse Paints by Ellen Stoll Walsh  
 
1st Graders are also working on color. We will be making color wheels and flash 
cards and listening to the Mixed Up Chameleon by Eric Carle  
 
2nd Graders are deep into learning about Still Life artwork. We spent a long 
time on Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflowers and are now making 
Wayne Theibaud inspired Gumball Machines and learning about positive and 
negative space.  
 
3rd Graders are studying the great Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai and his block print the Great Wave. 
Ask them how to say his name!  
 
4th Graders are working on a big 3D landscape project. We have been talking about abstract vs realistic art. 
We will finish the month of October with a spooky landscape.  
 
5th Graders have been working on Indigenous Cave Art but detoured a bit and have been making Value  
Gradients. I am very proud of their hard work on these!  Ask them how to make: Tones, Tints and Shades!  
 

Library/Media Center News 
Hello Panther families! We have been busy in the library using technology, creativity and teamwork. 
Kindergarten and first grade students are finding their favorite storybooks on the PPLD PowerPass. 
These stories are loaded with questions, along with sentence and memory games about the story.        
Students are also very fond of the program Starfall, which can be found on the PPLD PowerPass.     
Starfall teaches younger students about math, reading, grammar, social emotional skills, and more.  
 

Second through fifth grade students have been introduced to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) team-building activities.            
Team-building activities are a fun way to help students learn to work             
together, actively listen, communicate with details, and think creatively. 
They also give your student the chance to get to know each other on a 
different level, build trust as a team, and have fun while doing it! Ask 
your child what he/she has learned from the Marshmallow/Toothpick 
Challenge and the Paper Chain Challenge. 
  
Students in grades 3—5 will continue the challenge of getting used to the 
home-row of a keyboard. If you grew up learning the home-row of a 
keyboard, please consider challenging your child on Nitrotype.com or     
Typingclub.com. Not only will you have fun together, this may help         
encourage your child to want to learn to type faster using the                 
home-row, in order to win against mom, dad, grandma or grandpa. 

 

Physical Education News (P.E.) 
In PE, Kindergarten and 1st grade students will practice traveling to at 
slow and fast speeds. They will also, travel at different levels and on 
different pathways. 2nd Graders will identify healthy habits for     
personal wellness. 3rd graders will identify the benefits of physical    
activity. They will explain the benefits of increased heart rate. 4th and 
5th graders will explain how the health-related fitness components are 
used to improve physical activity.  



 

Music News 
Hey Panthers! Happy Fall and spooky season! This month all students will be  
focusing on Musical Form and Expression. Kindergarten will focus on changes in 
musical mood and form through movement while 1st and 2nd grade focus on 
identifying AB and ABA forms in songs. For 3rd through 5th grade, students will 
be focused on performing multi-layered songs on percussion instruments. The 
2nd grade students will also be focusing on preparing for the 2nd Grade Musical 
that is on October 28th. These students will be practicing their ensemble skills 
and pieces with the drums!  
 

District Corner 
Hello D2 Parents & Guardians, 
Harrison School District Two is asking for your feedback on school quality via 
K12 Insight surveys. This is an excellent opportunity for all our HSD2 parents to 
have their voices heard. The survey will close on Friday, October 15.  Parents 
can access the survey via the District or school website. Thank you! 
 

Newsletter in Color (e-Version) 
If you would like an online and color version of this newsletter, please follow these steps: 

(1) Go to www.hsd2.org/ces  (2) Click on the Parents & Students tab (3) Select Newletter  (4) Select month. 
 
 

 

Sun 

 

Mon     

A Day 

Tue 

B Day 

Wed 

C Day 

Thu 

D Day 

Fri 

 

Sat 

     1 
Picture Day 

 

2 

3 4 

2nd Qtr. Begins  

5 6 7 
Food Drive @ 

Sierra H.S. 

8 
1st Qtr. Awards 

Ceremony 

9 
Food Drive @ 

Centennial 

10 11 
No School 
Teacher Workday 

12 
No School 
Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

13 
No School 
Professional  

Development Day 

14 
No School 

 

15 
No School 
District Closed 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 
Food Drive @ 

Sierra H.S. 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 
2nd Grade   

Musical/Family 

Dinner 

29 
Fall Parties 

30 

31       

   Red Ribbon Week is October 25 through October 29 

            October 2021 


